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news to date—a resurgence
fighting. NATO has come in.

We cannot just address one portion of
the Middle East conflict without seeing
how the manner in which we address
that could affect the other areas, nota-
bly Afghanistan and Iraq.

So I say to my colleagues, as I said
Friday night, we urge our President,
our administration, as they take such,
hopefully, bold and firm and con-
vincing initiatives in regard to the con-
flicts in Israel and Gaza and Lebanon,
to be mindful of how it could impact on
our conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq
and our negotiations thus far with Iran
in participating with other nations—
not unilaterally—to try to bring about
some resolution of what many of us
considered up until this conflict—and I
am not sure how we are going to even-
tually characterize the magnitude and
the future potential spreading of this
conflict—but certainly up until this
conflict, in my judgment, the potential
of Iran gaining nuclear weapons was
absolutely—there was nothing more se-
rious, in my judgment, than to try to
resolve that.

There is no reference in here to the
other Arab nations. It is quite inter-
esting; some of those nations have
come forward in strong condemnation,
joined our country, joined other na-
tions, in condemning Hamas and
Hezbollah. That is of importance.

Now we see today that so many na-
tions say the United States must take
a stronger role in trying to work our
way through this conflict, yes, sup-
porting Israel but at the same time
trying to bring about some resolution
to spare the life and limb and suffering
in Palestine, Lebanon, and Israel, to
see that it not spread to other areas.

Now, our President has indicated
that the Secretary of State will soon
embark on a mission. What we say in
the Senate must be carefully drafted so
it does not remove the flexibility that
our Secretary of State—a very able
person—will need in helping to resolve
this problem.

So I say that historically this Nation
has stood steadfast, and I am proud
that I have been among those in this
Chamber in my 28 years here, to
strongly support Israel. Our Nation is
viewed upon as an honest broker—rec-
ognizing our support of Israel but as an
honest broker. If the world is going to
look to us as to how we can provide
that leadership, I do not want any loss
of flexibility on the part of the Presi-
dent and the Secretary of State and
such others who may be tasked to try
to work out this situation.

Yes, I conclude our support for Israel
is very strong, Mr. President, but it
cannot be unconditional.

I yield the floor.

in the

CONDEMNING HEZBOLLAH
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
rise to speak in support of a resolution
the Senate is expected to soon con-
sider, and which I have cosponsored,
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along with Senator FRIST, who is the
lead sponsor, and Senators REID,
BIDEN, SANTORUM, NELSON of Florida,
KyL, BoND, and LEVIN. It is a resolu-
tion that condemns Hezbollah and ex-
presses support for Israel’s right to self
defense.

All of us are watching in horror what
is happening there, and I think it is im-
portant that the United States Senate
speak forcefully in support of our
President. The G-8 leaders have spoken
this week to condemn Hezbollah and
terrorist activities and to ask the Gov-
ernment of Lebanon to help find the
Israeli soldiers who are being held hos-
tage and free them and to disarm
Hezbollah.

Mr. President, there should be no
misunderstanding. Israel has fully
complied with the United Nations man-
date. They have no forces in Lebanon
and yet they have continued to with-
stand attack after attack from
Hezbollah.

We watched with sadness last year
when Lebanon’s former Prime Minister
was assassinated by terrorists.

I think we have to put the blame
where we believe it lies. We know Iran
and Syria are infiltrating Lebanon
with support for Hezbollah and Hamas.

We know Hezbollah and Hamas are
committed to the destruction of Israel.
Since 1948 it has been forced to contin-
ually fight for its very existence, and
yvet in the middle of this it has stood as
a democratic form of government, with
a free economy. Israel has never
backed away from its fundamental
commitment to freedom and human
liberty.

So, Mr. President, I think this is
something the United States Senate
should stand firm with this bipartisan
resolution that says we do support our
President and the G-8 leaders and con-
demn Hezbollah. We encourage the
Government of Lebanon, to stop these
attacks on Israel, and locate and re-
turn the soldiers who have been taken
hostage. Let’s add our voice to that of
the unified leaders of the world who are
saying this should not be allowed to
happen.

We must speak together, we must
stay together, we must support Israel’s
right to self-defense and understand
that they should have the support of a
unified world community, saying to
the terrorists and the governments
that are supporting the terrorists—
Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran, Syria sup-
porting them—that the world is not
going to sit by and let people be terror-
ized. This is a global war on terror, and
we must speak.

I thank the distinguished Senator
from Kansas for allowing me to speak.
I know I am speaking during the stem
cell debate. The resolution will be con-
sidered soon, and I wanted to speak on
the floor because I think it is so impor-
tant what is happening in the world
today, and we must speak as a unified
voice in the Senate.
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VISIT TO NEW ORLEANS

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I re-
cently made a brief visit to New Orle-
ans to see for myself where things
stand now, not quite 11 months after
Hurricane Katrina hit the gulf coast.
Katrina, of course, was the first of two
major hurricanes to ravage that area
last year. I only had the chance to see
a small part of the area hit by that
first storm, but what I did see was
striking.

The news reports cannot fully convey
the devastation or the enormity of the
problems the region faces in trying to
put things back in working order. One
problem feeds into another. Businesses
can’t get back up and running without
employees. Workers don’t want to re-
turn without a safe place to live, with-
out a school for their children, and
without health care and other essential
services upon which we all rely. Hos-
pitals and other health providers face
the same staffing shortages that busi-
nesses face. The neighborhood schools
face challenges both in the physical in-
frastructure—providing a safe place in
which kids can learn—and staffing
shortages. All of these issues must be
addressed.

Housing is an overarching challenge.
I saw neighborhood after neighborhood
still empty and unlivable. The outside
shell of some homes was still standing,
but the inside was uninhabitable be-
cause of the flood of toxic liquid filth
that soaked into those houses.

I also saw lots where homes had
stood but where now there was nothing
but a slab of concrete. While many are
living in the notorious FEMA trailers,
many others, I understand, are having
a hard time getting approval for a
trailer. I was pleased to learn a little
bit more about the so-called Katrina
cottages that might be an alternative
to the trailers, and I look forward to
learning still more about them.

So much still needs to be done that
one can be overwhelmed by the size of
the task that remains. I have a great
deal of respect for those who have
made the commitment to remain in or
move back to the city, for those who
are working to make the neighbor-
hoods habitable again, for the State
and local law enforcement, the Na-
tional Guard, and all the other dedi-
cated individuals who are working so
hard to bring the region back.

I still have a lot to learn about the
particulars of what is needed in New
Orleans and the other areas ravaged by
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita—what is
working, what has not worked, what
Congress can still do to help. My cen-
tral message today is that people from
other parts of the country should not
think that the gulf coast has recovered
from those two hurricanes. That sim-
ply isn’t the case. People are making
progress, but there is still a very long
way to go.

To put it in perspective, I will com-
pare it to another place I visited ear-
lier this year: Banda Aceh, Indonesia. I
was there in February, a little more
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